Presence of the atrial natriuretic factor (ANF) in human ascitic fluid.
Presence of atrial natriuretic factor (ANF)-like material was demonstrated by radioimmunoassay in ascitic fluid of 14 patients with cirrhosis of the liver. Immunoreactive ANF concentrations (M +/- SEM) were 2.4 +/- 0.5 fmol/ml in ascites, significantly lower (p less than 0.001) than the corresponding plasma concentrations of 15.5 +/- 2.6 fmol/ml. High performance gel permeation chromatography and reverse phase high performance chromatography of the ascitic ANF immunoreactivity showed correspondence to the alpha human ANF (99-126). ANF levels in ascites were significantly (p less than 0.01) correlated to levels in plasma (r = 0.66).